


Print & Cut Application - Vinyl Cutter
Most heat transfer papers have that dreaded polymer background window around your image.  Vinyl cutters are a great tool 
when you want a clean cut professional transfer.  Select heat transfer paper such as Redgrid, JetPro Sofstretch, and all opaque 
transfer papers can be printed on a printer and then cut with a vinyl cutter that has a print & cut feature!  There is a print and cut 
feature in the included software that lets you add registration marks and cut lines to your image.  The cutters that have an 
optical eye will read those registrations marks and cut on those cut lines.  You can even use the vinyl cutters with Adobe 
Illustrator or CorelDraw with the included software plugins.

Once you unpack your cutter, locate the included video and spend some time watching it.  It will walk you through step-by-step 
from setting up the cutter to using the software to print and cut application. You will be a pro in as little as a few hours! We 
recommend not rushing into production...but making some test runs so that you are fully educated on your new machine prior 
to taking on a job!

Heat Press:
Think of this machine like a large iron, only hotter and way more powerful. This machine doesn’t print on to your garment, but 
transfers an image that you have previously printed with your printer or cut with your cutter. Choosing your heat press is like 
buying a car. They all do the job, but some have more “bells and whistles”, others have different brand names, and there 
are different sizes. Heat presses have options like digital features,auto-openings, and even different size platen 
attachments. We carry top names like Geo Knight, Hix, Hotronix, MAXX, and InstaPress. You must also consider 
the size.  If you purchase a printer that prints 11”x17”, you should make sure you purchase a heat 
press that is slighly larger like 16”x20.”  Cap press are also available for those hard to transfer 
baseball caps.

Learning Your Heat Press:
We recommend reading your heat press manual before using. When transferring images to items, you will be required to 
adjust settings on your heat press such as the pressure, temperature, and time. Your items that you are transferring to will 
determine these settings.  If your press is manual, the pressure is usually controlled by a knob located on the top of your press 
that can be turned both clockwise and counter-clockwise. Turn it to the right to increase to a heavier pressure. And to the left, to 
decrease the pressure. You should test the pressure by increasing and decreasing while closing and opening the press. This 
will help you understand how this features works. The heavier the pressure, the harder it should be to pull down the lever and 
close. The temperature will either be a setting on the LCD screen or a knob that  will sync with the thermostat reading.  And the 
time will also be either set on the LCD screen or, on the smaller presses, you will have a separate time that can be used.  If you 
have a more advanced digital press, most of your settings may need to be adjusted on the LCD screen. Refer to your heat 

Teflon Cover - 18”x20” teflon sheet used to keep 
your press platen clean.  An opaque heat transfer paper 
requires the use of a silicone sheet when transferring. 
This teflon can be used in replace of the silicone sheet for 
an over and over again use. 

Transfer Tool - The T-Square It and Logo It! 
transfer tools are very functional and easy to use 
alignment tool used for getting the perfect position transfer 
on your shirt everytime.

Accessories - These are very effective tools used when during vinyl transfer application

Heat Press Attachments- Interchangeable heat 
press platens for the Hotronix presses that are ideal for 
printing sleeves, legs, and youth garments. Various sizes 
available. 

Teflon Pillows- Cushions that protect your garment by 
eliminating the indentation that can sometimes appear from the 
top platen on a few materials. The pillow gives a lift to the 
garment so the top platen is not able to clamp down as tight 
preventing the edges from platen from touching the garment.

Peeling up after wash:
You may have needed to use more pressure or temperature during pressing.

Trouble weeding small detailed letters:
Try using Easyweed or Digi-Cut Pro. Their sticky backing is great for small 
letters and details that require careful removal.

Media not loaded error:
Make sure that the rollers are positioned underneath the alignment bars above 
the cutting area.

Can’t cut through the thicker vinyl:
Increase your force on the cutter. Some thicker vinyl like flock and glitter even 
require a different blade such as a 60 degree or 45 1.5mm.

Trouble loading driver and software:
You may need to download the driver and software from the manufacturer’s 
website for the most up to date version.

Cutter is cutting in a perforated line in some areas:
Check that your cutting strip is smooth and free of any cuts or gashes.  This 
can cause the blade to get hung up in the bad areas. Your cutting strip is the 
long strip that goes across your entire vinyl cutter’s cutting area. 

If you have any questions or need help choosing your equipment, give us a call at 1-800-562-7760

TIPS


